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THE 


PREFACE. 
Ns not uſual to ſend ſingle Sermons abroad, 
"HY 12thout the Recommendation of a publick Com- 
mand; nor is it cuſtomary to preach at a Mar. 
ige, which was the Occaſion of the ſollowing Ser- 
non. But as there is no Law nor Reaſon to hin- 


I the one, ſo it wou d ſeem that the other has 

ren formerly done, and fill our Liturgy ſuppoſes 
Wit it may and will be dove: For the Exhorta-. 
im after Marriage, is appointed to be uſed only 
x caſe there ſhould be no Sermon on the Subject. 


pmaſters of Amſterdam, amongſt other Privi- 
ages, that of Marrying according to the Mannner 
eſcrib'd by our Church; I judg d my ſelf ablig d 


preach on the firſt occaſſon of doing ſo. Here 


the Diſcourſe I then had, and I yield to the de- 
e of publiſhing it, for the ſame Reaſons I firſt 
rcd it; that I may give my ſmall help to- 
ds retrieving the Honour of Marriage, which 

been ſo often burleſqu'd, and run down by the 
cenciouſneſs of the Stage. The impious Raille- 

r and profane Witticiſms which have Men ut. 
red about this matter, are regarded as Maxims 
mdoabted Truth; thoſe are lauzh'd at who make 
arriage their Choice, as they are pity d who are 
ler any neceſſity of engaging, into it. 
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Having obtain d from the moſt Venerable Bur- 


A 2 ' Thus 


- 
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- In FREFACE. 
This Mockery and Contempt of Marriage, as it 
35 moſt prejudicial to the Civil State; ſo it ha 
contributed very much to the growth of Atheiſm : 
for it has encourag d thoſe unlawful Liberties, which 
are taken both in and without Wedlock, which can- 
not be defended otherwiſe than by denying a God, 
or the Authority of Sacred Scripture. When Mey 
ate byaſsd, weak Arguments prevail, and am 

thing is readily Teceiv d which flatters their Lu 
and vicious Inclinations. Debauchees think it 
their Intereſt that there be no God. that, Reli. 
gion be diſcartled, and ſo are eaſily drawn to deny 
and diſown them. And for this cauſe it is it. 
ceſſary, as to maintain the Foundation of Religion, ſo 
to vindicate its holy Iaſtitutions from the blaſphe- 
mos Aſperfions caſt upon them; which beget a pre- 
judice both againſt them and all Religion in gene 
ral. I have not that Opinion of my ſelf, or of my 
performances, as to think that they alone can ot 
the Mouths of Gainſayers : I only defire to ſpem n 
Good-will, and offer my Endeavours. It is not ab 
ſolutelj neceſſary that al of an Army be Heroes 
a Vitlory may be, and is often forwarded by man 
who cannot pretend to that Character. I have noi 
faid all that might; but what is ſaid, is certai 
and evident: Tet I ſhould not be ſurpris d if th 
Truth of it be not admitted; nay, if many enter Su 
tain our Attempt with Scorn. The Corruption Ib 
this Age is too deeply rooted, to be plucked up a 
the very firſt : But, Whether they will hear, 0 
whether they forbear, they ſhould know, tha 
there have been Prophets among them. 
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DIGNITY and DUTY 


O. F. 


1. 


-Hbbiows XIII. 4. 
Marriage is honourable in all. 


dinary, a Diſcourſe about it may be 
thought needleſs, and to ſome unplea- 


ſing; but I do judge it neither needleſs nor im- 
proper. For it fares with Mariage as with moſt 


things common and ordinary, that tho'in them- 


ſelves very valuable, yet they are but little re- 


garded; ſo that the Generality are not ſenſible 


of the Good of them, nor yet ſuitably thankful 


for rhe Benefit of them. Wherefore I ſhall lay 
hold on the preſent Occaſion to diſcourſe of this 


Subject, which however common and ordinary, 


I believe not well underſtood; the Dignity and 
Importance of which are ſet forth ; in the words 
of St. Paul T have now read. 


In the Original, it is only Marriage 3 


in, with or among all. ſo that ſomething muſt be 


lupply'd to make * * r and perfect, 
where- 


» 
LI 


4 1 State. - 


M ARRIAGE being common and or- 
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» wherefore ſome render it by way of an Affirma- 
tive Propoſition, as in our Tranflation, whereby 
the Dignity of Marriage is aſſerted; others turn 

it into a Precept, requiring all to hold Matri. 


* . * 2 p 


mony honourable, 2s if it thould be, Ler Mar! 


4 


riage be honourable. | 

It is not material whether it be taken the one 
or the other way; for if it be a Duty to hold 
Marriage honourable, then it is fo, becauſe it is 
in it ſelf honourable ; and if Marriage be by Na- 
ture, or by Virtue of its Ends and Uſes honours: 
ble, then it is the Duty of all to honour-it, and to 
have it in great Eſteem ; ſa whether the Text be 
an Affirmative Propoſition or a Precept, it eſta- 
- bliſheth the Dignity and Importance of Marri- 
age; for whatever is or ſhould be eſteem'd ho. 
nourable, muſt be ſuppos d excellent in its Na. 
ture, and important in its Effects and Conſe- 
gquences. In handling this Matter, I ſhall do 
two Things: Firſt, T ſhall give ſome Reaſons fed { 

why Marriage ſhould be had in great Honour fn 
and Eſteem. Secondly, T {hall ſnew what is in- Nult 
* cumbent on thoſe who enter into this State of 
Life, that they may reap the Good, Benefit, and 
Comfort of it. 0 
II. Firft, Of the Reaſons why Marriage ſhould 
pʒe had in great Honour and Eſteem. To men- 
tion all, and to enlarge upon them, would take 


up too much time; therefore I ſhall only name 

ſome. And firſt, Marriage ſhould be held ho- 
| | nourable, becauſe it is an Ancient and Univer- 
fal Cuſtom. Antiquity is venerable, and it is 

both juſt and ufual, to regard with n+ 7, 

' 7 © | 0 thole nd d 
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thoſe things that are of long ſtanding. Indeed 
Time doth not change the Nature of things, nor 


can it make that which is evil ever to be good; 
but both good and innocent things are deſer- 
vedly more reſpected, as they are the older: 
Now Marriage is as ancient as any thing can be. 
Twas from the beginning, and commenc d with 
Mankind it ſelf, Tf the Calculation of ſome may 
be believ d, Man was married on the very day 


e was made, and when he was but ſome few 
| hours old: And what was fo early begun, has 


wer ſinee continued. Whitherſoever Men tranſ- 
ported themſelves, they carried the Cuſtom; ſo 
- What there never was any Nation or People 
- Ivhich did not obſerve it. The moſt barbarous 
eo not live like Beaſts promiſcuouſly ; and even 
- Eyhere unlawful Liberties were common and al- 
o ſow'd, yet Marriage waspreferr'd, and account- 
| honourable. Wherever Knowledge, Policy, 


cular Marks of Honour. Among the Romans 
nrried Perſons had divers Privileges above o- 


noſe Laws, to gratify ſome who betook them- 
lives to a Celibate State, from a miſtaken No- 


roper for the Exerciſe of Religion, which was 
e Beginning of that Corruption and Apo | 


- retold by the Apoſtle, 1 Tim. IV. 1. T he La- 


ry, and them who deſpis d it ſo unreaſonable 
ſe nd dangerous, that they appointed a Fine both 


nd good Government took place, and were 
ultivated, Marriage was diſtinguiſſid with par- 


bers, until the days of Conftantine, who aboliſh'd 


on which then prevaild, that it was more 


lemonians held Marriage ſo proper and neceſ- 
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| Ck 2 
for them who married not at all, and for them 
who were late or long a marrying. How ho- 
nourable Marriage was, is evident from the So- 
lemnities every where uſed at the entring into 
it; for this was and is a publick Declaration that 

it was an honourable State, and that they were 
worthy of Honour who enter d into it. Hence 
came the Saying, that every one had three Days 
of chief Honour; the Day of one's Birth, the 

Day of Marriage, and the Day of Death or 

Burying. 8 C . 
II. Bur,Secondly : Chriſtians have a better Pre. 

cedent for honouring Marriage, than the Ex- 

ample of Men and Nations. We have the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt, the Eternal Son of God, whoſe 

Example outweighs the Authority and Practice 

ol all others in the World. Indeed he Himſelf 
did not marry, nor could He, becauſe a Mar- 

riage with any ſingle Perſon on Earth could not 

ſuit with his Dignity, nor the End of his Coming 
to the World: But he would be born of a Wo- 

man, joyn'd in lawful Wedlock; and He gave 
the firſt Manifeſtation of his Glory at a Marriage 
in Cana of Galilee, where he turned Water into 
Wine; not for the ſimple Oſtentation of his own 
Power, but alſo to contribute to that innocent 
Joy, which was ſuitable to that Occaſion. This 
He would not have done, if Marriage was eithe 
unlawful or trivial, and not wort hy of all Ho. 

nour. And as his ſhewing Himſelf thus firſt a: 

A2 Marriage, was not Accidental or Occaſional, . 
but Choice; ſo He.choſe to do it, that he migit 


ſet forth the Honourableneſs of this State 6 fore 
85 | ſeeing 


LEY : 
ſoreſeeing that ſome falſe Spirits would ariſe to 
diſcredit and diſparage Marriage: and: certain- 
ly, whoever ſpeak againſt it, whoever fepreſent 
it as unlawful, or as mean and unbecoming a 
Good or Wiſe Man, or the Aim or Study of Per- 
fection; I ſay, whoever do fo, do thereby ſhew 
that they are not of God. Fr, 
II Z7hirdye Marriage is a Divine Inſtitution. 
' B God is the Author of it. Twas no Invention 
of Man; nor were they led into it by Policy, 
Neceſſity or Experience, as into many other 
Common Cuſtoms, but God himſelf from the 
Beginning did ordain it. He at the fitlt made 
Man Male and Female, and joyn'd them toge- 
ther, that the two might become one Fleſb, for an 
Example to others that ſhould follow. He com- 
manded, and ordain'd them to multiply and 
bring forth their Kind; but only in the Stats 
| of Wedlock, and by the Imitation of that Ex- 
anple which he had ſet them in tlie firſt Man 
and Woman. Tf therefore all Divine Ordinan- 
ces and Inſtitutions ſhould be honour'd for God's 
Jake, fo. ſhould Marriage; nor can any ſpeak 
linonourably of it, without blaſpheming God, 
and reflecting on either his Authority or Wiſdom. 
IV. Pourthly : The time when Marriage was in- 
ſtituted, adds to the Honour of it. This was 
before the Fall, in the State of Innocence, while 
Man was in his Uprightneſs, as he came from the 
Hands of God; which proves Marriage to be 
ſuitable to the greateſt Perfection and Purity of 
bis preſent Life. It came not as 4a Remedy to 
ter. Corruption; tas not preſerib d to avid 
Ea © 1 greater 
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greater Inconveniencies, but the Wiſdom of God || * 
ſaw it agreeable to a Paradiſe, to the pureſt and f 
moſt perfect Condition of Humane Life: there. || © 
fore they talk falſſy who make this State incon- 
ſiſtent with Religion; and they are weak and k 


ignorant Perſons, who pretend that it is à clop 
or hindrance to their Virtue and Devotion; yea A 
even to the Perfection of them. Indeed we . 
read of ſome, who when they were call d to the 
Divine Feaſt, excusd themſelves, becauſe they 
were married: Ihave maried a Wife, and cannot 
come; but this was only a Pretext to cover their 
Averſion and Unwillingneſs, for if they had va- 
lued the Mercy of the Call, and been willing 
to embrace it, their Marriage needed not to 
have hindred them; they would have come and 
brought their Wives with them. Turn over 
the Hiſtory of all the Celibates from the begin- 
ning, can any be ſhewed more juſt and upright 
than Noah, more conſtant in his Faith and Obe- 
dience than Abraham, more holy and dovout 
than Job2 and yet they, as all the other Scrip 
ture Worthies, were married, -and ſome of the 
but very indifferently too. Indeed there are 
Temptations and Incumbrances in a marriec 
State, and ſo there are in a Single Life. Goc 
may be ſerved in the one as well as the other 
and who excuſe themſelves on the Account 0 
either, do but declare that they have not a rea 
Mind to it. CC 
Finally, Marriage ought to be held moſt ho; 
nourable, for the important End of it, and thi 
good Rffects which were intended by it, = 
T8613 | =Y Wiel 
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them aright. When God had finiſh'd the Crea - 


| tion, He view'd all his Works, and ſaw..them - 


all very good: Now Woman was included in 
theſe Works, therefore ſhe alſo was 2 good 
and conſequently Marriage is very good and 
uſeful ;. for the Woman was created for that end. 
As all God's Works are good, ſo are all his Or- 
dinances and Inſtitutions, and particularly this 
of Marriage. Therefore, ſaith Solomon, Who- 
ſever findeth a Wife, findeth a good thing, and 
obtaineth favour of the Lord; meaning, as He 
ir explains Himlelf in other places, a prudent, vir- 
7 Ytuous Wife; one that deſerves that Honour, and 
B floſivers the Character ſuitable to it. God by 
(0 ordaining Marriage, intended the Good both of 
private Perſons and the Publick ; becauſe it was 
noſt agreeable to our Nature, and did naturally 
end to further the Happineſs of all in this pre- 
arent Life, Indeed Marriage is a Yoke, which 
mce taken on, cannot be put off till Death; or 
hat which is worſe than Death, I mean the 
Jeinous Sin and Guilt of one or other of the 
© Warties : but it is a profitable Yoke, and it may 
e made eaſy too; if Perſons have the Under- 


EEC 


anding to uſe it aright. 


I. Firſt, Marriage bringeth great Advantage 
private Perſons, by ſecuring them of a con- 
ant, intimate and familiar Friend. Society and 
iendſhip are the Life of Life. Nothing is more 
teeable to our Nature, nothing more deſireable. 
lis as natural for Man to crave them, as for 
* Prov. NIL J. fn | 
= B 4 © the 


EN 


which will follow thoſe. who ſeek, and ſtudy 
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or a Beaſt, without Senſe and Undetſtanding, 


in Nature, and intimately united both in their 


Perfection of its Nature, both of them Incom 
any Being is, the more it affects Society andl 


Vas made after the Tmag 


be a Help meet for Man. The Dominion of th 


5 d 1 


be either above or below a Man; that is, either 


1 A (#5) 5 WEE. | 
the Sparks to fly upward, Henee 4ri/tork ob. 
ſerv, that what delighted in ſolitarineſs, muſt 


a God or a Beaſt; à God, becauſe Self. ſuſfſicient; 


and ſo unable to communicate it ſelf, as inſen- 
ſible of the Benefit of mutual Communication: 
But as moſt Beaſts, except the Savage Kind, e- 

ven love to herd together; ſo if this Philoſopher} 
had had that Light of Revelation, 'which we 
are bleſsd with, he would have found that the 
Godhead is not ſolitary, tho Unity be one of 
its Eſſential Attributes. Our Religion ſhews us 
three Perſons in the Godhead, which are one 


Counſels and in the Execution of them, which 
makes the Felicity of the Godhead equal tothe 


prehenſble and Infinite. The more Nob 


Fellowſhip. Becauſe God is infinitely good, He 
created other Beings to partake of Himſelf, and 
by that Participation to declare his Glory. Mai So 
e of God, and conſe nz 


quently it muſt be Natural to Man to ſeek the 
Fellowſhip of others that are after his own like 
neſs. When God made Man and conſider d him 
he ſaw twas not good for him to be alone, anc 
for that cauſe proceeded to make Woman, tt 


World and over all Creatures, would not havy na 
ven unto Man full Satisfaction, if he had bee! 
eft alone without ſuch a Companion. Let out © 
£ ER. wa 


(49) 


ward Gun beser be never 00 good, there is 


t but half Contentment without a Friend and Co- 
r pa artner : Tis true, there is and may be a dear, 
t; I ſweet and intimate Friendſhip between one 


buty and Intereſt often ſeparate them, whereas 

Marriage, by theſe very Ties of Duty and In- 
tereſt, makes one ſure of a faithful, loving and 
inſeparable Friend at all Times, and | in all Cir- 


muſt leave Father and Mother, and cleave to 
his Wife, and ſo muſt che Wife do to her Huſ- 
band. Beſides, God has fo fram d the nature of Wo- 
man, and given her ſuch particular Endowments, 


zpreeable. The Friendſhip of a Man may chance 
to be more inſtructive, and may ſometimes have 
te preference for Counſel and Advice; hut a 
zood Woman has more Charms to divert the 
Fancy, to eaſe the Spirit, and to alleviate the 


don of Syrach, * A Friend and Companio/ never 
Huſband. The Sweetneſs and Delicacy of her 


Man. Therefore commonly ſingle Perſons are 
more moroſe and ſurly, eh leſs converſible, 
than thoſe who are well married, eſpecially if 
naturally peeviſh and melancholy : for theſe 


el grow upon Men by the Joneſomneſ a a angle. 


uy * 'Berkeſ, XL, a c 
ds Life. 


Man and another; but the Plealbre and Benefit 
of ſuch a Friendſhip cannot be always enjoy d. 


cumſtances, whether better or worſe. A Man 


as render her Converſation more grateful and 


Mind. It is a true and notable Saying of the 
meet amiſs; but above both is a Wife with her 


ef Temper is proper to file off that Roughneſs, 
E Which is ready to grow upon the Nature of 


— —  - —_  — 


ſineſs abroad; and ſo is in a better Way of 


55 . 5 

Life. Indeed an ill Woman frets the Spirit and, 
cruſhes the Mind; but an excellent Wife is to her 
Husband, as David's Harp to Saul, ſhe charms 
away the evil Spirit of Melanchaly, which is 
apt to ſeize Men by the Vexation of Buſineſs, 
the Incumbrances of Affairs, and the Imperti- 


_ 
—_ 


nencies of the World. 1 
Again: Marriage is of great Advantage to 
Private Perſons, becauſe oi the mutual Help 
which they give to each other: God did not 
intend that the Woman ſhould be a Clog or 
Burden. or Incumbrance to a Man; He did not 
ordain her to five idly or ſumptuouſly on the 
Sweat of his Face, but he made her to be a 
Help unto him; that is, to be both a Compa- 
nion and Aſſiſtant, to partake of his Labours, 
to bear half of his Burden, as well as to ſhare fl 
of his Happineſs. He that has a prudent Wife, “ 
has double the Hands, the Eyes, the Ears and 
the Feet of a ſingle Perſon. He can be at Home ll 7 
and Abroad at once; She can manage the Af- 
fairs of the Houſe, while he istra nſacting Bu- b 
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Thriving, of Promoting the end of Life, and 
of Providing for the Neceſſities and Comforts 
of it. Some may think that all this may be 
as well done by Servants; but a little Reflection 
on Experience ſhew it a Miſtake, for tho great 
Wages may make a Servant faithful, they can- 
not give that Concernment which a Wife hath. 
Wherefore the wiſe Author I laſt quoted, faith, 
Bleſſed is the Man that hath a virtuous Wife, for 
the number of his days ſhall be double, 4 * 

. | 0” 


25 CHF OE 
nonas rejoyceh her Hushand, and he fhall fulfil 
ie Tears of his Life in peace. A good Wifs is a 
od portion, which ſhall be given in the portion 
If them that fear the Lord. The Grace 1 4 

5 delighteth her Hus baud, and her Diſere 
tion will fat his Bones. A Silent and Loving 
Woman is a'Gift of the Lord, and there is no- 
thing ſo much worth to a Mind well inſtructed A 
modeſt and faithful Woman is a double Grace, and 
her continent Mind cannot Be valued. As the Sun 
when it riſeth in the high Heaven, fo is the Beau- 
ty of a Wife in the ordering of her Houſe. A. 
gain he ſaith, The Beauty of a Woman cheareth 
the Countenance, and a Man loveth nothing bet- 
ter; if there be Kindneſs, Meekneſs* and Com- 
fort in her Tongue, then is not her HutVand like 

other Men. He that getteth a Wife, beginneth 
a Poſſeſſton, a Help like unto himſelf, and a pillar 
of Reſt. Eccleſ. XX VI, and XX XVII. 

Thus Private Perſons have great Advanta 
by Marrlage. In the next place, the Publick 
receivetht"no- leſs Profit by it. For by this 
means Children are multiplied, and the People 
increaſed ; which is the Strength, Security and 
Glory of a State. Unlawful Liberties with- 
out Wedlock, add little to the Increaſe of Peo- 
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it ple; nor even in thoſe Countries where plura- 
n. Ility of Wives are allowed, is it common and 


h. {uſual to have ſo many Children, as with us by 
h, one Man and one Woman. So Marriage, ac- 

cording to its firſt Inſtitution, is more tor the 
1 Multiplication. of Mankind, than any other 
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And as it tendeth to the Incteaſe of Peoply, 
which is for the good of the Puhlick, ſo it is 
the beſt Security of a good Education to them 
that are born, which is no leſs for the publick * 

Good. If Children were not taken care d, 

they could not live to be Men; and if they 
were not well educated and traind up to ſome I * 

Art or Profeſſion, they would be of little uſe f 
when grown u 13 which would be very tl 
much neglected, if Children were not born as It 


now in lawful Wedlock. Women perhaps might 


2 
have ſome regard to the Fruit of their Womb, Ik 
but Men would take little thought of thoſe, g 

whom they knew not whether they were their I 
own. But as it is now, Parents love their Chil- N ab 
dien, and lay themſelves out to provide for gr. 
them, to educate them well, and to make them tic 
happy; all which turneth to the Advantage off 
It was very ee ſaid of a * Great for 
Man, That Wives aud Children were Inpediments 
to great Emerpriſes of either V. irtus or Miſchief 
aud that the beſt Works aud of greateſt Merit t 
the Publick, were perform d by unmarried or Child. al 
leſi Men: Forthe very contrary may be provdiſÞgr 
from Hiſtory. And who can be thought more on 
concern d for the Publick, than they who are iq 
leave. with it their Darliags, and the Pledges oi 
their Affection? Commonly Single Perſons 
ok no further than their own Times, but tholg 
who are married, extend their Thoughts and 
* Lord Bacon, in Bit Efaye. e 
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Children a hindrance to Charitable Works; 


for Covetouſneſs and Selfiſhneſs prevail among 
them that are not married, as much as with 
thoſe that are. There are as many of the one 
i © 35 of the other ſtingy, narrow-ſoul'd and hard- 
hearted both to themſelves and others, neither 
given to good Works. Indeed thoſe that have 
no-Children ſhould give more as they are more 


they may ſecure a Bleſſing to their Children, 
which may and will be more ſteadable, than a 


eat for, faith David, I have been young and nom am old, 
et have I not ſeen the Righteous, that is; the Mer- 
aful Man, forſaken,nor his Seed begging Bread ; he” 
+ offi ever merciful and lendeth, and his Seed is bleſſed. 
Mal XXXVIIL 25. Thus you ſee, that there are 
wd great many Reaſons, why Marriage ſhould be 
ore onourable among all, as is aſſerted or injoyir d 
> rollin the Text. I proceed to 

s 0: 11. The otlier thing propos d; which is 
on ſhew, What is incumbent on thoſe. Who 
gos nter a married State, to the end that they may 
and eap the Good, Benefit and Comfort of it. 


mar 


e eonſider d; and A is the reaſon why thoſe 


rie 


- 
„ 


ried Ny have Children, more obnoxious to Bri- 
bery, and perverting of publick Juſtice; for a 
Servant may be worſe than a Wife, and do often 
abuſe the Maſter's Ear more. Nor are Wife and 


which is one pretended Reaſon: why Marriage : 
is forbidden the Clergy in the Church of me; 


able; hut thoſe that have Children, have yet a 
greater Obligation to be charitable, even that 


Jiſible Inheritance, which often ſlippeth away: 


This is im ord; nd and neceſſary, but very lr: | 
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Advantages of Marriage are not ſo common. 
Marriage is not a Phyfical but a Moral Cauſe of 
them, they follow not joyning of Hands nece(- 
ſarily, as the Fire burneth; or as Meat nouriſh-/ 
eth, which happens whether we think of them 
or not: But how good ſoever a married State 
be, whe Benefit and Comfort of it depend on the 
wiſe Behaviour of thoſe who enter into it. If 
they remember their Obligation, and ſtudy their 
Duty, they ſhall be happy; but otherwiſe, both 
Shame and Miſery will attend them. There are 2 
indeed many unhappy Marriages in the World; Im 
there are very many render d miſerable by com: ¶ ti 


ing into this State of Life, but it is their oe 


they become uneaſy with the perpetual Tie. 


5 
= pledia and gratify, tho' with ſome reſtraint on 


Fault; becaufe they engag d unadviſedly, nor fn: 
mind what ſuch Engagements require of them. In 
They run into this State for ſome preſent Sa- Ila 
tisfaction or Advantage; and having got that, Wel 


They do not conſider the Neceſſity of yieldi 
to one another; but as before, they continue al. 
tagether ſelfiſh and humourſom, craving to be 
pleas d, but are at no pains to pleaſe thoſe they 
are joyn d with. Such were mad to marry; and 
by marrying, they have entail'd both Guilt and 
Miſery on themſelves for Life. The Man or 
Woman that marries, muſt reſolve to deny them. i 
ſelves, to put off at leaſt ſomething of their own 
Humour, and to put on a ready Complaiſance 
with others; otherwiſe they can never be hap- char 
they muſt reſolve by all means to ſeek to 


their perſonal Inclinations and — thei 


kon d a Slavery; for this is no more than what, . 


common Converſation, and the engaging into 


barrd all Company, and excluded all Society, - 
that requires every body to humour and yield to 

him, without ſuitable returns; they do not un- 
derſtand either Honour, Liberty, or reaſonable 
Satisfaction, who are uneaſy with the Obliga · 
tion of pleaſing and gratifying others. Certainly 
a Noble Soul and a Generous Mind, will take 
more delight in the Oceaſions and Opportuni- 

ties of doing a Pleaſure to others, than in the 
Services pay d to themſelves. Man and Wife 
may reaſon together, but ſhould never ſcold and 


a. Ilave often occaſion of being angry with them · 
ſelves, and fo there may happen juſt Occaſions 
ie. Wor both Man and Wife their ſhewing ſome diſ- 
pleaſure with each other; but it can never be 

juſt to do it, to the breach of Peace and Love. 
They muſt not ee and quarrel, however 
they may reaſon, except in caſes where true 
Honour, Conſcience, Religion, and the Cauſe 

of God do interpoſe. God mult be pleas d a- 
bove all, He muſt be preferr d to Husband or 
Wife ; but if nothing be requir d which diſplea - 


after a Breach ; tor better any Inconvenience 
han that. Husband and Wife ſhould endeavour 


heir Intereſt; for it is one end of the Inſtitu- 
F GS _ tion. 


Nor on this Account ſhould Marriage be ree- 


any Society oblige one to: He ſhould be de- 


nil, nor uſe contemptuous Speeches. Perſons 


kth God, any thing theuld be done, racher than 


ll that is poſſible to make one another eaſy, by 
nutual Pleaſing: This is both their Duty and 


| and mutual Concurrence and Aſſiſtance mig - 
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tion. They are neither wiſe nor virtuous, ; 
who contend and jar for ſmall and trivial things, Il 
and commonly the Ruptures betwixt married I! 
Perſons, are only for ſuch things; for the gene- 
rality. of Mankind let their Paſſions maſter their Ne 
Reaſon, and are ſo fooliſhly fond of their Hu- II 
mours, as for them to quit their Intereſt. There I t 
is a molt remarkable Inſtance of this in the Hi. II 
ſtory of Peru; which ſhews the Extravagancy In 
and Miſchief of Humour and Paſſion, when not Ne. 
curb'd. : There was one by the Misfortune of Nei 
Shipwreck, caſt upon a barren deſolate Rock, Wb 
where there was neither Man nor. Beaſt, nor th 
ſhelter-againſt Wind or Weather. In this miſe- ſto 
. rable place he liv d two Years; and then Pro- Win 
vidence ſent thither in the like manner another. Wa 
The Comfort of a Companion was certainly Wb 
molt valuable, and the only Mitigation of that WW] 
miſerable Condition. If they had united hearti- Win 
ly, there might have been ſome abatement of Ne 
it; but they ſoon quarrelłd for ſome ſmall mat - Wl 
cer, and their Difference grew to that height, the 
that they parted, and liv'd at the diſtance of the 
Rock from one another ; neither for the ſpace of 
ſeven Years, if I can remember right, ſpoke to- 
gether, or ſaw one another: ſo out of croſineſs 
of Humour, they deprivd themſelves of the 
Comfort and Advantage, which Converſationiiſ i 


have given. This is a Parallel of that Man and 
Woman, who thro' Providence are tied for Lit 
by the Bond of Marriage, but ſo little wiſe for 
themſelves, that rather than forego their peeviiing 
Nen 0 anc 


CE 
and pettiſh Humours ; they chuſe to throw up 
their Comforts, and to make their Condition 
more miſerable. . OTE 07 7 OO C00] 
As the ſtudying to pleaſe to the utmoſt is in- 
cumbent. on married Perſons; ſo for this Cauſe 
Love is requir d and abſolutely neceſſary. It is 
hard to ſtudy*to pleaſe thoſe who are not well 
lk d: Where there is Love, there is a forward= 
neſs to pleaſe; but if Love be wanting, it is ſhift- 
ed or awkardly pertorm'd ; therefore they who 
enter a married State ſhould be brought into it 
by Love. Love ſhould be the principal Motive 
that brings them together ; and while they are 
together, it ſhould be their Care to cultivate and 
improve it. If Love be wanting, they will be 
zgrief and a burden to each other; but if Love 
bound, they have all Joy and Contentment. 
Where there is Love, they part with Reluctancy, 
and meet with Pleaſure; their Hearts burn with 
Deſires when abſent, and if preſent, they live joy- 
fully together, as Solomon injoyns. Love will keep 
the Woman from gading abroad, and twill make 
the Man impatient to come home. St. Paul ſaith, 
That Love is the fulfilling of the Law, concerning 
dur Neighbour; and ſo it may be ſaid of the Du- 
ties of Marriage. Love both teacherh them, and 
rompts to the Obſervance of them: For all that 
injoyn'd Husband and Wife, are only proper 
xpreſſions and Declarations of true Love. He 
noitat loveth his Wife, will be far from abuſing her, 
treating her roughly; he will honour her him- 
forſfelt, and endeavour to have her honour d by 
chers; he will deal tenderly by her, and * | 
. er 


bde ſurely rewar det. 


oa - , Te? 0 
her totlie utmoſt of his power; he will not deny 
her the Satisfactions that are reaſonable and in 

his power, but will be active and induſtrious to 

provide for her. And if the Man do this, the Wo. 
man muſt be unnatural, if ſhe be not gaind 
by it. The Wife muſt love too; and if ſhe love, 
nothing injoyn d will be grievous. Obedience 

which ſounds lo hard, and ſo harſn to Self- will d 

and unthinking Women, will not be unpleaſant 
to her that loves: For Love is obſequious and 

obſervant, and is glad of the Oceaſions and Op. 

portunities oi ir. The Obedience of 
the Wife is indiſpenſible; but if there be Love, 
it will not be complain d of. By exacting Obe. 
dience, the Wife is not ſo hardly dealt with; 
for it is eaſier to obey than to command aright; 
and the Praiſe of Obedience may be due, where 
there is no Honour in Command: It is an 
expreſs and often repeated Command of God that 

the Woman be obedient, and it becomes her to 
be ſo, even where the Man does not perſonally 
deſerve it; and then the ſhews her regard for 

God, which is her Praiſe, and for which ſhe ſhalf 


Finally: To ee] compleat the Happs 
neſs of a Married State, both Husband and Wife 
muſt with all Care mind Religion, and keep 
the Fear of God between them. This is the 
eſt way to prevent Miſcarriages; to fecure 


againſt all Ruptures, and to engage to the right a 
and ſerious Performance of all things proper and 
neceffary, to promote the Peace and Happinel 


1 
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i ties the Knot harder, and makes both willivs! 


poſſeſs the Heart of Man and Wife, neither of 


of Jealouſy: No uneaſy Suſpicions ſhall diſturb 
their Breaſts, They will net provoke, but che- 


pleaſe when out of Sight, as well as in it; and 
ful. Where the true Fear of God is, there will 


be no occaſion for Exhortations and Perſuaſions, 
for each will be forward to all Duty. 
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Charms, noggls they fade with Age. 
greateſt Contentment may be expected from a 
Religious Husband, and a Pious Wife. This 
is more to be valued, than all thoſe things which 
are now the common Motives to Marriage. 
This is better than Houſes or Poſſeſſions, than 
Bags of Money, or Tuns of Gold. 

ly anon is deceitful, and Beauty is vain ; by 


more to Peace 5 
i endeavours, or 
ny outward and viſible Means. Except the 


Lord Build the Houſe, th 
ld it. And as He buildeth the Houſe, ſo Z: 


* 


Lord, and particularly thoſe of + Married 
nelWtate ; as you may ſee P/al. CXXXI. Thus 1 
: : 1 have 


them ſhall go aſtray, nor be liable to the rack 


riſh one another. They will be ſtudious to 
whether abſent or preſent, will be equ a ty fa; th- | 


ſons underſtood it, true Piety las the 2 15 
And the 


avour faith So. 


nateth them that are in it to be of one Mind | 
ll Bleflings are promisd to them that fear the 


IF the true Fear of God 


labour in vain that 


* 
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have run chro the Chief things e on 
Man and Wife, that they may reap the Goc 
and Comfort of a Married State. I pray God 
that all concern'd may remember, eonſider, au 
obſerve theſe Things, which would make hy 
Church Glorious, the State Proſperous, and 
increaſe: the Peace of Families: This would 
make the preſent Generation happy, and would 
draw down. ane; entail a Bleſbog 8 Wa 


Now, 1 unto God, 0 is the Author 
all Good, the Father, Son and Hop 
Ghoſt, be all Glory, Ngnour 
Fre, x now and for ever. Amen. 
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